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Introduction

Early Childhood Care and Education is a branch of Education theory which relates to the
teaching of children ( formally and informally) from birth up to the age of eight which is
traditionally about third grade. It is described as an important period in the child’s development
and refers to the development of a child’s personality. During this stage, children are highly
influenced by the environment and the people that surround them. Early Childhood Care and
Education (ECCE) is more than preparation for primary school. It aims at the holistic
development of child’s social, emotional, cognitive and physical needs in order to build a solid
and broad foundation for lifetime learning and wellbeing. ECCE has the possibility to nurture
caring, capable and responsible future citizens.

In 1953, the Government of India issued a pamphlet describing some of the experiment in
pre-schools. Kashmir has made the greatest progress of that time.

In 1940, there were very few nursery schools or kindergarten in Kashmir, but in 1953
there were 200 known pre-schools teaching 9000 children. The unprecedented growth in this
type of children was due to the new Kashmir plan, which aimed to give equal opportunity to all

citizens.
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